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Let him that ſtole, feeal +20 mare but ratber 
let bim labour, working with his Hands the 
 - Thing:which\ is good, that be may bave 1 
ius io len that dee .... 


1 ih Pit 390-145 
MH Apoſtle, in this Chapter „exhorts 
the Epbeſians to forſake their former, 
_ Converſation, which they had paſſed their. 
Lives in, while they were in their Heathen. 
State: And ina particular Manner preſſes 
them to the ſtriqt Obſeryante of ſeveral of the, 
great ſocial Virtyes 3 whereof Juſtice, in Op: 
poſition to Stealing, is one; Honeſt Jndu/try,, 
a fecond; and Amſgiwing, a third; winch he 
here recommends, even to Perſons in mean: 
Circumſtances... Let bin tbas ftole, ſays he, 
before his Converſion, now that he is became 
2 Chriſtian, teal ud more; but rather let him 
labour, mor bing with his Hands; the: Thing which, 
in good; that be may have, not only what” is 
ſuffteient for himſelf, but ſomewhat alſo ta 
give to him that nesdetuj. 5 i 220 1180 4 | 
My Deſign in this Diſcourſe will infa great, 
Mealure;confine me to the firſt: of theſe, vis. 
The Prohibition of Theftl To enfproeqyhichy 
E ſhall lay before you ſeveral Qonkiderations, 
though the [firſt I ſhall} offer ought ta 
ſufffcient, which is, the #1tborily:of Cad him 
| felf 5. who has giwren us a poſitiye Command 
ment, and Beliveredat Himſelf, wich great 80 
benni fGaying, Tnou SHALT'NOT STEAL. 
WELD . Bod, 
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850 who made all Things, is the great 


Proprietor of the World, and all Things 


- therein; and, under certain Limitations, He 


has ttanefetred this Right to Man, and made 


© = 


Nui habt Domiulon over the Works of bis Hands. 


Had Man continued in"a'State'of Innorence, 


ki: But after Man had ſinned, and the 


and every one been reaſonable in his Deſires, 
TA  atxfied Fo what was bende to 
Ih 


im happy; he might have enjo _— 


4 and 12 5 Labour and te t 


pletififul Proviſion which Gop hath made; and 
tlie Earth, of its on Accord, produced for 


— 


Ground as curſed for his Sake, unit he was 


dueohmed ay the Sweat bf bis Fate to eat Bread, 


aud uben Men began to multiply on the Earth ;. 


«hen Covetouſniels, Fraud, and. Violence, were 
intr6duced intò the World; and it became 


neceffary to Uiyide into diſtinct Rights and 


te great Guilt: of Stealing. When 7o/eph; 


| | 
q 
A 
| | 
| 4 
| 


dee * acculcd/of 11 his Cup; they 


11 Ptoperties, #h6ſe Things which before were 
+ In common: "And this Diviſion being once 


1 
5 
- 
” 
+ 4 
: 
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Made, it was fit, that every one ſhould be 
Content With his oοe Lot, and not invade the 
Night and Property of others! And this is 


ſo apparently Juſt and reaſonable, that the 


righteous Judge of the World, and Lord of 


alf Things, has fenced Mens Todgertiqu bye 
Us Law' written in our Hearts. 37 1 


For even before this Law uf Goo Was 
publiſhed] Mankind was ſufficiently ſenſible of. 


out of Policy to ſtay his Brethren; had cauſed 


l Tala 33) i 2115 a Wade 
400 8 2 | 


. 
-diſclaimed the Charge with the greateſt Vehe- 
mence; and acknowledged this Crime tg be 
worthy. of Death: God forbid that thy, Ser- 
-vants ſhould do according 10 this Thing : with 
Nee it be found, let bim die, Gen..xliv. 


7.9 
N {0h he Fewiſh Faw Te was. ordered 
dy God himſelf, in many Caſes, that / 
Thief be found breaks up, and be ſmitten that | 
be die; no Bleod ſhould bz ſbed for bim; His 
Life ſhould be accounted - juſtly forfeited, by 
4 _ 1 his/-Erime. The Prophet Jeremiah ranks 
this with the blackeſt Crimes; and, in the 
Name of the Lord, ſeverely reproaches thoſe, 
; - who, with ſo much Guilt upon their Souls, 
preſume te make their Appearance in the 
Houſe of Gop, Chap. vii. 9. Vill ye fleal, 
Murder, and commit Adultery, and Fan Falſy, 
aud yet come and ſtand before me in this Houſe, 
9 } obich is called by my Name? I. this Houſe which 
is ralled by my Name, become a Den of Robbers 
4 in your Eyes! ls it fit, think you, that they who 
are ſo unjuſt to their Neighbour, ſhould at 
the ſame Time pretend to worſhip Gov? What 
bat thou to do, faith Gop to the wicked Man 
in the 5oth Pſalm, 20 declare my Statutes, vr 
nale my Covenant in thy Mouth ? When. the 
Saweft 4 Thief, thou confented/# unto him; by. 
i which, I ſuppoſe, is meant the Hidingor cle 
: Thief; which is too frequently done bye- 
| | cej ving and concealing his foler Goods. "And | 


2 


this, let it he obſerved, is one of the Crimes, 
for which the wicked Man here is, in a ſolemn 

Manger, ee by Gon, to be E 10 
N A 3 takz ; 


7 SES. 
a: in hi Maith, 1. e. unworthy to 
44 real the Word of Gop in the Holy Scriptures. 
Aut if the Sin we are ſpeaking of be fo 
Krerely eenfured and puniſhed, under the 
unperfect Difpenfation of the Law of Meſes ; 


it is, we may be ſure, much more inconſiſtent 


_ "with the Duty ef a Chriſtian. We are bound 
by the ſtrongeſt Endearments, to do Good to 
- one another; What then will become of us, 
Il, inſtead of diſtributing what is our ocon, we 
Invade 'the Property of others? The Duties 
of Charity and Beneficence are indiſpenſably 
rech at our Hands: How then {hall we 
*Geape, if we! viclate the plaineſt Laws af 
* common Fuſtice ? And - the Man who 1s truc 
"and juſt in all his Dealings, for want of Cha- 
- ity, or à charitable Di doſition, ſhall not be 
 faved, where ſhall the Thief and the Robber 
appear? And, therefore, we find that Theft 
Has a conſtant Placein the black Catalogue of 
Fs, which, our Saviour has told us, defile 
Ox he Man; make him unelean and hateful in 
| [the Sight e of Gon; and which, according to St. 

Pai, exclude Men from We Kingdom Heaven. 


5 II. Gr ir theſe Men will not hearken to-the 
wo "Commands of God, yet if they will but, - 
1 n conſent to be governed by che plaine/ 

* Leafon, it they will but conſult their own 
raved Rea/on, (for T will venture to appeal | 
1. the Reabn of che moſt infamous among 
 "themſelves,) and this will ſhew them the 
Wickedneſs of their Domgs. For can. they 
bear, that any of thoſe Things ſhould be taken 


* e, 1 Fraudot Violense which they, 


4 by 


* ͤ— 


— 


arab 9 -) | 


by the lame Means, have taken away from the 
| righeful Owners? Wich what Rage and Fury 
5 Will they fly: in the Face of their, Afocigtes, 


if they goſabent to deprive them of their 
Share in the unrighteous Plunder ? — Now, it 
in their own Opinion, it be ſo baſe, and ſo 
provoking, 10 rob a Thief of what he has no 
Jitle to; how much baſer, and wickeder, muſt 
the Thief himſelf appear, in the Sight of Gop 
and Man, who often robs the honeſt and in- 
Auſtrious, of What, by the Laws of Gop and 
Man, he has a Right to enjoy? | 
Boeſides, theſe Men know too well that even 
a Gang of Thieves cannot carry on their 
wicked Purpoſes together, without being true 
and juſt to one another: No more can any 
Society of Men ſubſiſt, unleſs the Rules of 
_ - Juſtice and Honeſty be obſerved, and Mens 
Properties ſecured from all unjuſt Invaſions. 
So that the natural Tendency of Theft is to 
__ Jubvert all Government; diflolve _ the Bands 
of Society; and turn the good order of the 
World into a lawleſs State of Rapine and 
Molenge. Now thoſe Perſons are widely 
miſtaken, if there be any ſo weak as to ima- 
gine, that even the loweſt of the People would 
ind their Account in ſuch a State of Things. 
They who: have nothieg tu loſe, might be 
Vainers for n while, by the common Plunder; 
dut would ſoon perceive themſelves unable to 
Keep and enjoy it: On the Contrary, they 
vauld find themſelves deprived of that Main- 
tenance and Protection, which, by the Laws of 
_ their Country, and the Charity of well · diſpoſed 
mw. A 4. People, 
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People, are now afforded chem: andd in thor! 
(that {A Small and the Great would by 
Means be involved in equal Ruin and Con . 
But ſince we have little Neaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that they o are addicted to ſuch a/ſeanda- 
bus Vice as Stealing, can be influenced by a 
Senſe of Religion or the Fear of Gop; or 


eceven the Dictates of Reaſon: I'fhall proceed 


to Con ſiderations of another Nature, ds more 
"ſuitable to the Perſons to whom this Diſcoutfe 
is directed. Let thoſe, therefore; who allow 
N in this infamous Practice, confider, 
III. What uneaſy Apprebenſions they con- 
Uunaaly live under of bein r covered: |; The 
know that Men are very vigilant and caref 
in ſecuring their - worldly: Poſitions : That 
i h keep'a ſtriet Watch bver all ſuch Per- 
- *fons, whoſe Character, and Manner of Liyv- 
ing, do not place them above Suſpicion. And 
- Þefides this, they are, in many Caſes, under 
*confſtant” Fears, and: juſt Reaſon they have tb 
We afraid, of being betrayed by their Accom- 
cer; for they, hoſe Conſciences will alow 
mem to rob an innodent Perſon, will hardly 
5 en to diſcover- à thieviſn Companion, 
n they can fave themſelves har mleſs, 
ee perhaps be rewarded for ſo doing. Or, 
Ap the natural Deceitfulneſs of ſuch Per- 


dons does not extend te their Aſſociates; ſup- 


poſe they will be faithful tö their dvicted Port- 
der, while chey are Falſe to alt the World 
beſides; which is indeed too often. the Caſe: 


1 i? i - Vet; whenever any of theſe Perſons are 


1 ee 8 
: 5 949 ; | * 4 | 1. 
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e 
of their Sins; they will find themſelves ob: 
 liged, nay, if they are truly penitent, they will 

be ready and deſirous, to diſcover their on, 
| and their Companions Wickedneſs, in order to: 
| do 1 to thoſe whom they have defraud- 
ed, and to ſecure. them from future Injuries; 
vhich is the beſt Method they can take, to ob- 
tain Forgiveneſs both of God and Man. 
But it may be ſaid, that the pilfering T bief,* 
& who deals in {mailer Matters, has no need of 
any Affociates at all; and therefore, if he can 
7 but carry off and conceal his Prize, he may be 
caſy and ſecure, as having no one privy to his 
evil PraQtices beſides, himſelf, Eaß) he can- 
not be, unleſs he can; conceal his M ickednefs 
from Gop and his own, Conſcience: Neitht 
can he be > ſecure that he: hall not Þim/elf dif- 
cover his own Crimes, in Spite of all bis 5 
nay, by Means of thoſe very; Arts, and Endea- 
vours which; he | uſes to, conceal them; He 
l when, no Man purſueth; he hides: bim? 
* Feld, e b he is ſought after : > His Over-for; - | 
War neſz in clearing himſelf before he is ac- 
Cuſed, ping way, into Suſpicion; and when: 
he age imſelf. ſuſpected, his faltering Speech 
and Self- contradiction diſcover his Guilt. Or 
il ſome; few can order their Words, ſo artifi-- 
cially, as to tell a great Nuinber of Lies, con- 
15 liltent, with one another (which they, will find 
2 very. ditheult Task); yet there is ſcarcę one 
in a thouſand, when ſuſpected and examined, 1 
Who can ſet, what theſe Wretches call, a goop” 
Hece upon. the Matter, ſo as reyent % 
by ee N in 12 e 92 5 


— 


Td 25 


+ Silas? Boingo we the Ways, which 
Bod we ſees through the darkeſt Receſſcs 
_, ef wicked Mens Minds, has appointed, to 


bring theit evil Praicesto Light: So difficult 
is it, to go on long intheſe Ways of 'Wicked- 
neſs; without being detected; and ſo utterly 
ümpoffble to avoid the continual Fears and 
Apprehenſions of a Diſcovery; which muſt be 
ſack an uncafy State of Mind as all their un- 
lawful Gains cannot make them Amends for. 
But let them proceed to confider, 
IV. The gad Eels of ſuch Practices, t 
they are diſcbyered: The firſt of which is 
_ Shame. When à Thief is ſurprized in the 
Cotaryiffion of His Wickedneſs, how does he 


1 8 down his Head, and Tet fall his Coun- 


nance, as unable to look his injured Neigh- 
our, of any honeſt Man, in the Face. "Nay, 
. he muſt bea hardened Sinner indeed, if he can 
orbear bluſting to himſelf" alot; when a 
eovery of his evil Deeds forces him to 


| * 888 e the Meanneſs and Baſeneſs of them; 


du how vdious they render him in the Sight 
of Gop, and all He. Men. It is no Wonder 


1 chuſes the Nic It; to cover thoſe Sing from 


The Notice of Men, which are ſo difgraceful 


Raman Nature, and makes him er e 
ie wid Beaſts in the Wilderneſs, who ſtroll 

bout in the Night, ſecking for their Prey. 

1 Bop water , the Plalmiſt 9 


Man fopnld a forth io bin or k and to bis La- 


5 FR "our, ane the Evening - Then the Naborious, 
. N Man, lays him down, and takes bis 


* — » « "> 


Me _ alſo, that it Ty 


Om 


. 


Night, voherein all the Beafts of the Foreſis do 
FE [Then the Thief moves likewiſe, but 
3x alter. aver different Manner; for the Lions, 
1h; Kid, 7997; after their Prey; they boldly 
ood, REP ntl and ſo it is by the Will 
of, Providence ; ; they feck their Meat from God; 
it is the Will of God, that the Creatures he 
has 1910 ſo ravenous, ſhould be ſuſtained and 
ſed by this Means. But the Nabe Thief 
.ereeps, about in fearful Silence; he ſtarts at 
- the thaking of a; Leaf, and trembles too, as 
that does ;. for. he Knows he is not /eeking his 
Meat from God, but, by the Inſtigation of the 
Devil, is robbing his Neighbour of that, which 
bans he had hardly carned, by the Sweat 
of his Brows. And this muſt ngeds;;cxpeſe 
kim taghe utmoſt. Shame and Cantcmpts ag 
loan-a$ he is diſcovered. 
bi the Shame which covers 5 * Kare. wil 
ngt repair: the Wrangs he has. done to his 
Neighbour ; for there 18a ſecond very natural 
Hffect of a. Diſcovery, which is Refifutzon : 
Hewill be obliged to reſtore what he has taken 
' by Stealth, if, it be in his Power ; and then 
phat Advantage does he xcap by ſtealing it? 
«Neither will this ſatisfy even . : 
there full remains what he molt of all dreads, 
aud: that is, ſuch corporal Puniſoment a8 15 
Laws of his Country have appointed, er his 
Crimes; to be ſhamefully 40 in FE 15 
lie Street; to. be e naiſamne Fg þ as 
unfit for human Socicty ; a ; and unworthy to 
Preathę in the common Ae to be SO 
0 


r lag. 


mai 1910 0 Or 


. 12 ny 


malle 4 public Spetracle of Contempt; e in 
ſome Cales, to be put to a violent and igno⸗ 
- minious* Death, by the Hands of tlie Execu- 
tioner. And oh! how dreadful a Thing it is, 
not only for the wretched Criminal wh fuf- 
fers, but for every Spectator who beholds, or 
egen for any of us but to think of, and ima- 
gine he beholds a Perſon in perfect Health 
and, as it commonly Happens, in the Hoger ef 
his Age, taking a” ameful Fartwel of the 
World; leating a Ertain though unjuſt Re- 
i Pes to his Children's Children; and hur- 
tied away from the Bar of human Fuſtice; to 
F appear before the awful, Tribunal of Heaven'? 
= * Theſe are'the known' Fruits which all who | 
 foflwſuchwicked Coirſes'may expe@to'reap, 

whenever their Crimes are Acesered But 

ſnould they be for ever concealed from . 
. tice of Mew, yet let tbem know, what I would 
more carneſtij entreat them to Lonftder in the 
F Vith Place, That the He of (ark is always 
8 them ; they can go-no-whete from his 
Preſence ; 'Darknelſs' Tae cover their De- . 
gls, nor hide them from his View, nor fave = 
tem from bis Vengeance. His Vengeance, I 
kn ow; they are apt to look upon as a Thing 
. A "Diſtance, which will not overtake them, 
deore bez eome into another World. Alas! 
ow ine Ways do theſe Men deèeivè them- 
ſelſes ? Angther Worid cannot be very far 
8 8 us; but the Thief has moreReaſon - 
15 an molt others,” to look upon it as 'near at 
| Vial; 'beraiiſe; if public Juſtice do not reach | 


a 5 
22 
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fignation of his Providence, to cut ſuch wicked 
en off in the Career of their Sins: He that 
en, Riches, aud not by Right (fays the Prod 
Jeremiah, 877 XVII. 11.) all Ker 


ye ph the Mid of bis Days. Belides, the 


is a ſectet Curſe denounced againſt them while. 


they continuo in this World : I «il bring it 


forth, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, (Zechatiah v. 4.) 


and it ſpall enter. into ibo Houſe of the Thief, and 
. it ſhall: Temain' | in the Midſt of bis Houſe; and 
Hall conſume it, withthe Timber thereof, and the 


Stones e Whence we ſee, that this Sin, 


inſtead of eſtabliſning a Man's Houſe, and in- 
creaſing bis Subſtance, brings oftentimes utter 
PeſtriiQion on all that belongs to fim; nay, 
2nd entails a Curſe upoh his Poſterity; for 


it is conterning ſuch Perſons that Job peaks, 


i „ for” 
bn, Chilgren, Chap. xxi. A juſt Goo 


hei hie tells us, God layeth 125 his 


1 cannot charge a Man- 8 Children wits the Guilt 
of his Crimes, 


ſleſnon of that which the Parent had potter 
by diſhoneſt Praftices. Rr LESSEN 


But becauſe it is much eder d to ſtop . > 


Beeten of Vice, than to reclatm a Raßdentch 


== Na . what has been ſaĩd con- 


1 beft in general, Ideſire may now be 
plieck t the. 15 Inftances off Steal 

* be 25 the Jeripture forbids, under the Ke | 
L * of Purlbining. 


Nat pur letting, but ſbewing all good Fidehty. 


And inder there is graf Occaſion, for this. 5 


ha, * » Caution, 


n 


— 


ut He may take from the 
e or Ber ſutker ther to proſper in the 


And this, by the Way, 
particularly forbigdento Servants, Tit. 1: 


. ( ) 5 . 
Caution, becauſe many Servants are 1755 to 


Fe think it a ſmall Matter to make bulg, 


term ah with their Naber, Ss 3 6 e 
if they keep them not for their 405 

beſtow them an their Friends and dee 
ance: not conſidering that this is not only; 

Þ downright. Theft, but likewiſe a Breach of t wt 
Dei which i is repoſed. } in them; 5 0 ther 10 
fore a greater Sin, chan it“ would. e -to.{t 


the ſame Things from anocher erlon, It It 
__ mult;prieve. the Heart of every good Man, to 


-**obſerve, how very early many Children con- 


bl. r „that the Fee 


FTrifle cannot eſcape 175 10155 15 They, 2h 
-- liſted into the. Te ck 1 . 28 as fo 
Almo 5 t ey are ded} t 10 


12 ; 1. ks. ry 00060 ors ) 
that in ſome laces they are qy Gy 
"their wicked Parents, to, go th 5 rmal 
BY ae Is Br aka their hitle. Fan 4s, in- 
AUlructe e e and 1 155 More 
bo fo Fig to get „ 3 97 
iu get their AN. 
being Was 8 ng 1515 ig, ce. l this 
Vie in their tender Years, hey 1 to i 
ns Senſe at all, of the. Guil{,. and, very. litt 
8 to the Danger 100 55 but = 72 
upon Thie vin T 
they arg 10 live by n value eee 
2 bie when. they excel their ANIONS, 


Dow it Would give no 8 $0 = 


ty & Sort, of Pride, if 
5 "Wands of apious Auth e a 


{4 ei c „ babe, "172 
thou 


80800 Fj) 


* 


K 


— 


e to the great Devourer.“ 


Ret r ² A wr eto. .c4.ooe. 3 a: . ace with Ao 


. 0 15 ). 

& thou haſt been very cunning, when thou 
„ Haſt over- reached thy Brother ; but Gon 
„„ Knows, all the while there is another oyer- 

< reaching Fheeg and cheating Thee of what 
« is infinitely more precious, even thy Soul. 
* 80 thou, that art gaping to ſwallow up 


«thy poor Brother, art thyſelf made a Prey 


And as for the Parents ae 
Who, inſtesd of training up their Children in 


the Way wherein they ſhould go, lead them 
into, and urge them on, in cheſe Ways of 


Wickedneſs. If I could ſuppoſe myſelf to be 
ſpeaking to any ſuch, methinks nd ex- 


poſtulate with chem, in ſuch a Manner, as 


Void mike them aſhamed: of ſuch horrid 


Wickedneſd: < You muſt not, indeed, pre- 


„ tend to à rational Love of your Child- 


teren, for that would appear 0 ſtoring 
hs, their Minds with good Diſpoſitions,: and 


e procuting for them ſuch Benefits, and 
* Bleflings, as they would have Reaſon to 
A thank you for another Day: But you may 
have ſuch a Fondneſs and Hfſe#ion for them, 
as natural Inſtinłꝭ produces; and can you 
bear to think that theſe very Children, 


VvZhom you now pretend to be ſo dear to you, 


«ſhould be for-ever miſerable ?- Can you bear 


to think, that Vou yourſelves thall-be the 


58 Occaſion of their eternal Miſery not only 


« by bringing them into a wicked World, and 
© leaving them to the Naughtineſs of their 
on Hearts, which is commonly enough to 


2 vnd them; — RY na, 


4 * forcing 
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#6, forcing them to work Wickedneſs? And if 
A theſe Conſiderations are not ſufficient to 
| 46: affe&t You, I would afk once more, whether 
##: You can endure the Thought of being your- 
_ + ſelves condemned to endleſs Torments, for 
% your Childrens Sins as well as your own? to 
aue your own Children to be your Aecuſers 
" "Th te at the laſt Day; and perhaps appointed to 
Neg ce be your Tormentors too, for ever and ever? 
But to precetd: In Country Places, where 
a; e Goods lie expoſed in the open Fields, 
much Dexterity in Stealing is not required: 
but here, the Faſmeſs of Theft tempts many 
dio be guilty of it, and the Number of Thieves 
helps co ſkreen; them from Puniſhment, and 
ſſerves too, in beit Way of Reaſoning, even to 
jiuſtify a plain Breach o 'Gov's Commandment: 
And here again vc muſt, with Grief of 
WW Heart obſerve, znany Parents ſending out 
5 their innocent Children (they would be inno- 
beet, if heir Parents would ſuffer them to be 
o) as ſoontas they are able to go abroad, to 
pick and ſtæal what they can find; and ſome- 
5 Lc they mut find, Or they are ſure to receive 
uch Stripes at their. Return Home, which 
---- ought to de laid, an hundred Fold, on the 
1 . Backs of their Goreeetors... n 
Ende nw I am upga-ſigall Theks, I; ill 
I inſtance in ond, which is. commonly andſhame- 
|  tefgly prachſed in theſe Parts; Ty een _ 
Reahing of Waed; or other Hael. : 
the Perſons who-are. guilty of 8 may 
perhaps think it hard to be ranked among the 
15 8 n if: Nee my 
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be Thieves, they muſt bear to be called ſo: 
Let us hear, however, what it is they nr 


:plead in their own Defence. 
And firſt, they tell us, that what they tek) 


is of 10 erbat Value; and was the Labour and 


Pains they take in getting it to be conſidered, 


it commonly comes dearer to them, tban what 
they purchaſe. It is, 1 believe, very true, 


that little or nothing is got by ſuch Practices; 


and yet a great deal of Miſchief; is done to the 


Perſons who are injured. Now if a Man will 


4 do to his Neighbour: a conſiderable Injury, 
without procuring hardly any Advantage to 
- himſelf;: ſure the Smallneſs of his Gains can 


never be pleaded in Excuſe, ſince it is plainly 
zan Aggravation of his Wickednels; for the 
ſmaller che Temptation is to any Sin, the 
„Erenter; doubtleſs, is the Guilt of it. 
Beſides,” when ſuch an one comes to die (at 
[hich Time, moſt wicked: Men are foreed to 
ceonfider- theit Ways, ) and compares together 


the ſeveral iris. he has done to others, by 
| -Kealin ig Things of lietle Vulue; he will com- 


find, that he has done more Miſchief, 
in the Gourſe of. his Life, by frequent Pilſen 
than many 2 WhO hin! forfeited, 
2 loſt their Lives, ee fongle' 18 of Ros. 
.bery.”1 And as the former is ſeldom puniſhed 


iini ithis World, he has Reaſon to expect a 


more dreadful Reckoning in the World to 
come: eſpecially, when it is conſidered, that 
80D does not eſtinmiate the Guilt of den, by 
the outward Action, or by the Greatneſs or 


Sanallneſt ah he Subſeck- matter af it, we 
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the Degrees of Exil; which he ſecs in the Sin. 
ner's Diſpoſition, He wha, ſo gracioufly ar- 
cepted the Widow's Mite, ton Account ol her 
__- Jaability to give more: He Who accepts a 
willing Mind for a Deed. of Charity, will. 
dascubtleſs, forthe fame Reaſon, eſteeni himia 
' - great Criminal who ſteals only; the ml 
Wings, il He ſees in him ſuch a fhieuiib DA 


_ poſition, that it is only Want of Opportunity, 


or Want of Courage, . Hunter him from 
ſtealing greater. : 1385 $3 $ elle 4 
Wir ſeldom find, -indead, "hit they ; who 
once allow themſelves in ſtealing "Thiogs of 
” ſmall Value, do long want Courage to! pro- 
- eee to greater. It is the Property of many 


other Sins, to cloy and weary, and waſte the 


Strength of the Sinner, and ſo leffen his In- 
clination to the Practice of them: whereas, 


ſuch is the peculiar Deceitfulneſs of tbis, that 


every Commiſſion of it makes Men bolder, and 
more enterprizing in Wiekedneſs. They who 
, are now the vileſt Sinners of this Sort, who 
Auteſt our public Roads at Nogn-dgy, ahd at 
the Drad of Night break open our Houſes: 


Wet abandoned Wretches, who ſhew them- 


elves with ſo much Infleace i in our Streets; 


923 0 murder Men without Warning, that they 
may come at their Pockets without Reſiſtance: 
Feen theſe Men (hom note of you; my Bre- 


_ thren, Lam wel dn think of ith. 


1 * aut Horror) did yet begin their Courſe with 
mall Tranſgreéſſicus. And they who are now 
2% venturing upon the Commiſſion of fmall/Phetts, 


f not n Trembling, no not 


e where 
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where they ſhall ſtop ;. nor whether they ſhall 
not be ſo far hardened; as to commit the 
blackeſt Crimes without any Remorſe at all. 
Secondly, Theſe Perſons are very apt to 
plead, in Excuſe of their Wickedneſs, that 
great Numbers are guilty of the Theft we. are 
ſpeaking of, as well as they. Partners in Ini- 
gquity do indeed ſerve to keep one another in 
Countenance. This leflens the Shame which 
belongs to the Sin; emboldens Sinners in their 
evil Practices, and faves them likewiſe, too 
oſten, from the Puniſhment appointed for 
them in this World. But Numbers will not 


ſkreen them from the Vengeance of God : the 


Sin is the ſame, in his rightedus Judgment, 
whether ane Man only, or a Mullitude, be 
guilty of it; and his all-ſceing Eye will find 
out, and his powerful Arm will puniſh, every 
Sinner, according ta his Works. Some again, 
Tbirdly, — 5 -modeſt, as to plead their 
- Neceſſity ; what they ſteal is one of the Neceſ- 
ſaries of Life, and they have not wherewithal 


to purchaſe it: Lmight Here aſk theſe Perſons, 


whether they do not purchaſe * ſome Things 
that are not need/ut; ſome Things that do not 
; latisfy the - Cravirigs of Hunger, but rather 


inereaſe chem; Things, that waſte much of 


their Time, weaken their Nerves, and deprive 
them of that Strength and Vigour which 


mould be their Support: And + /me Things + 


again, which ſerve only to ſupply the former 
.- "Lok of their natural Spirits with: falſe.and 
f gt F= 1% . . N ＋ | SEG 145014 N 0 | N: 5 
Tes, See . Spiritaous Liquor. 
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mature plant! And. will they tell us, * 
they have laid out their Money upon faſhion- 
Is able and ' pernicious Lururies, that they are 
__ _ "forced toſteaFtheNertfories of Lite ? But let 
this paſs ; for I know how tender the Place is 
I bave touched upon: I would willingly beal 
their Sores,” without putting them to Pain; 
7 and I make uſe of a een that ſeem 
to them Harſh and e, they proceed not, 
I ban affure them, from a Want of Compaſſion, 
1 oy for the Miſeries of thoſe who are really Ne- 
1 ceſſitous; but from a ſincere Deſire ol pro- | 
=p | „ moting their trueſt Intereſts in this World, , 
_ ks and their eternal Salvation in the next. For, 
if Lam not very much a Stranger to my own 
Heart, I have a real and tender Senſe of the 
e and Sufferings of the Poor; yet 
Would have them bear with Patience greater 
Sufferings than they do, (if it ſhould pleaſe 
_ {God to try their Patience with greater) rather 
; chan go about to relieve them by 17 82713 
| Practices. aan R 
N But to return: If % Plea of Neceſſity. 
would juſtify their Theft in this Particular, it 
| would juſtify their ſtealing any other Thing 
1 that is necellary to preſerve Life. I. grant, 
that Fuel is 8 our Subſiſtence; but 
I cannot be ſaid to be quite ſo neceſſary as 
ll -ourdaily Bread. Therefore, if Mens Neceſ- 
|: 
| 
; 
| 


Tn 


| ities were really ſuch as might excuſe then! 
Fo in ſtealing any Thing, ſurely it would be more 
= 3 to ſteal what we juſtly call the 
Sia , Life, than any other Thing of equal 

== Pee) LEY theſe Nen are ſenſible . 
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of tlie Sinfulneſs of Theft, in this latter Caſe; 


1 though they make ſo light of it in the former. 
* N ; | 4 

But this is caſy to be accounted for; they 
8 have not ſuch fair Opportunities of ſtealing the 
4 one, as they have of the other; and therefore, 


1 are willing enough to acknowledge, the great 
Wickedneſs of ſtealing: what they cannot 2a/ily 
? come at; but would fain perſuade us, that it 
E - is hardly any Sin at all, to ſteal ſuch Things 
* as lie more ready to their Hands : Not con- 
5 ſidering, that a Man's Property in his Goods 
1 is the ſame, whereſoever they are placed; 
and therefore, ſuppoſing the Things to be 
equally valuable, and ſuppoſing no Violence 
is uled;} the Injury done him is the ſame, Whe- 


„ > 


ther they ate taken out of his Houſe, or his 
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Pocket, his Barn, or his Fiel. 


But we have a Rill; plainer Anſwer to this 
Plea of Neceſſity; which is, that there is a 
National Relief appointed, for all the Wants 
8 and Neceſſities of the belpigſs Poor; and Gop, 
pfſeorpid chat it ſhould be denied them. I would 
FF to. Good, that all who: have Abilities, would 
- add their private Benevolence to the public 
| Proviſion, in ſo liberal a Manner, as might 
render, the Liyes of every one of them eaſy - 
and comfortable: But I muſt. wiſh, too, that 
both. public and private Charities were mote 
confined, than they commonly are, to the Ho- 
neſt and Induſtrious Poor; and that more Care 
| and Reſolution were ſeen. in Pariſh Officers, 
and all who have Authority, to correct and 
- amend. thoſe who are not ſo. They would by. 
ths, Means be the happy Inſtruments of a 


Wr 


= 

+ $19 
=> 

13 * ml * 


of => © #3» 


4 


Reaſon to imagine, t 
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tion; and (what they ought in the firſt Place 


de regard) they would diſcharge the Oath of 
>- God, which is bound upon their Conſciences. 
But the Truth is, it is not uſually the be/ple/s 


Poor who are guilty of the Crimes we are 


> ſpetking of: They are not the Lame, and the 


Bind; wee ie Alcon lte Widow, nor Fa- 


| t Children, who commit theſe Diſor- 


ders; but they are the /ufty and frong; ſuch 
whoſe Circumſtances place them above being 
by” 5 7 by a legal Charity; who would not 
Accept of it, if it was offered; and ſuch com- 
20 „ Who kan find Where withal to ſupport 


1 85 "them, in finful and extravagant Viees. Up- 


on all which mein they have not the leaſt 


hs tics will excuſe their real Crimes. - © 
And mdect it is esceeding plain, that no- 


8 can be faid in Exeuſe of this wicked 
Pfaktice. Eis 4 fearidalous Violation of the 
RR, Eaws of Gob and Man; and grown te fuch 
24 Height, that it is Time for us, to cry aloud, 
ee the People their Tranſgrefſions: It is 


' Time for eyery honeſt Maf to uſe his utmoſt 


= "Enideavours*to put ſouie Stop to it; not ſo 


much on Account of what he may faffer by 


it in his worldly Affairs, às out of a 1 Chriſtiad 


Compaſlion to the Souls of Men; of great 


_  Nambersof Men, who are ſinning, and making 
3 5 275 Sinz breaking, ney Hay almoſt, 
n 


X vine Commandment : dent 
wt ich tue Brent Go of Heaven did Himſelf 
| deliver 5 


— 


5 gener Reformittion; they would brinz eden 
tze Bleſſings of Heaven upon this ſinful Na- 


at their pretended” Ne. 
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deliver in Thunderings and Lightenings from q 
Mount Sinni: And yet theſe Men make light Þ 
of it; and ſcem, all the while they are tranſ- b 
greſſing it, to ſay with alan Madman, amn 
not I in port? | 4 
It is a juſt Senſe of the'tetrible Dangers, to 
which theſe unhappy: Men expoſe their Souls, 
F that has extorted this plain Difcourſe from me, 
: to tetover, if it may be, thoſe who have gone 
4 aſtray in this Particular; and to prevent all, as 
5 much as poſſible, from falling into this deadi7 
1 Sin for the Time to come. And not withſtand- 


* '<.. 
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| ing the great Prevalency of this evil Cuſtom, = 

4 _ Fell hope, if Lam ſpeaking to any wlio haves - |} 

| hitherto allowed themſelves in this finfub Pra- 
' 3 tice, that, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, 1 
3 they will ſeriouſly conſider not ſo much what I 
3 have ſaid; as what God himſelf ſays to them | 
| ih his hohy Word, viz; that 7 hie ves | rs; 7M 
p inherit tbe Kingdom of G.. ; 
| Baut it they are — firkke thels | 
evil Ways, be the Confequence what it will; | 
7 if they liſten co this Diſcourſe as to 4 Tale bat 
1 is told, for their only, and not their 
f Amendment, for which it is im Sincerity defign- 
ö 


end; pet, let me prevail wich them, "when my | 
are going about to rob their Neighbour, im 
the Inſtance above- mentioned, to take this 
anus Theaght along with them; nay, let them 
Rave it behind them, if they can; That the 
Fuel which they ſteal;- muy one Day ſerve; td 
' kindle be 25 than what they end,  * 
mean, (for w Dn not mY 1 ak lainly ? | 
by + the Fire of al * . 12 
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But I faid, I would hope for better Things, 


of all You at leaſt, my Brethren, whom the 


Providence of Gob has committed to my 


Charge; and that you will at length be con- 
vinced, how much better it will be for you, 
in this World and the next, to follow the 


Advice of the Apoſtle, in the ſecond Part of 


the Words, which I can but barely mention, 
Vi. 10 Labour, working with your Hands the 
Ding 20b1ch ir god. By this Means, you will 


live in Credit with your Neighbours, and in 


the Favbur of Gop; you will cat your Meat, 


Which LINE own Hands hate earned, wittyin-. 


expreſbble Satisfaction; and the Go NO has 
promiſed, that be that walleth : righteouſty' 


© Bread: ball be given bim; the Gov who! bath: 


. Pleaſure mthe Proſperity of his Servants, ſhall 


' foi bleſs your honeſt Labours, that you! ſhall: 


have to give, as the Text requires inthe; laſt, 


Place, 70 bim that needeth. For ſince the Duty. 


f Almfſgivitigis recommended, and enjoitied 


eren to Perſons in mean Circumſtances; we 
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1 need not doubt, but that Gop,. who requires. 
ti., will enable them to perform it; that he that 


giveth to he Fuor ſhall! not lack That the 
honeſt Labourer, though Poor, ſnall, by the 
Bleſſing of Heaven; have ſomewhat to ſpare, 
fox the Relief of him ho cannot Labour, who 
is pgorer than himſelf. This will fill his Mind 
and Gladnels, in this World, and 
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